
 

AGENDA 
CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019 

6:05 PM AT CEDAR FALLS CITY HALL 

 

 
 
 

1. Small Cell Siting. 
(30 Minutes) 

2. Bills & Payroll. 
(5 Minutes) 
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Small Cell Siting 

 
Council Committee 4/15/19 
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What is Small Cell Wireless?  

Informational Video: https://youtu.be/AwdH2JDLlFY  

Source: Kagan Research, an offering of S&P Global Market Intelligence 
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What is Small Cell Wireless?  
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Regulatory Developments For Small Cell Wireless  

• Historically wireless facilities located outside 

of ROW 

• Explosive growth in data usage 

• Need to support expansion and 5G networks 

• FCC Order Sept. 2018 to streamline rollout of 

4G & 5G wireless service 

• Iowa Code 8C (2017) 

 

Waterloo:  

Crossroads Mall 5



FCC Order 

• Strengthens carrier’s ability to implement, limits local 

government ability to negotiate for public interest. 

• Local government may enact reasonable regulations. 

• Proactive steps by local government can maintain public 

interest. 

• Need to adopt application process, cost recovery, 

antenna design, location & spacing, aesthetic 

requirements, and other factors of local concern. 

• Establish standard rules allowing small cell to 

reasonably implement expeditiously.  (A 90-day shot 

clock now applies to these applications.) 
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Cedar Falls Steps 

1. Adopt Design Guidelines 

2. Set an application fee 

3. Develop an application form 

4. Establish a standard Wireless Facility Siting Agreement 

o Addresses terms for occupying ROW 

o Sets annual fee for occupation 

5. Monitor & determine other steps 
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Purpose of Design Guidelines 
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Proposed Installed 

Purpose of Design Guidelines 
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

• Preferred locations: 

1. Industrial 

2. Highway ROW 

3. Retail & Commercial districts 

4. Collocation preferred 
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

• Order of Preference: 

1. Non-decorative municipal service poles 

2. Wood street lights → new metal poles 

3. New metal poles 

4. Decorative municipal service poles 

5. Sign poles (<15 feet tall) 

6. Other Street Furniture 

7. Utility pole 
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

• Placement: 

o Cables & hardware concealed 

o Antenna size limited 

o Equipment to be minimal, avoid sight 

visibility problems 

o Mounting to be flush to pole, minimize 

visibility of straps/misc to attach 

o Spacing limited to: 1 per block, 1 per 

250’ on each side of the street 
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

1 per block 

1 per 250’ 

Scale:  
50’  50’  50’  
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

• Aesthetic Provisions: 

o Concealment 

o Pole materials, finish & design – metal & 

match nearby area 

o Equipment screened or camouflaged 

o Underground service lines 

o Signage limited 

o No lighting of facility (unless part of 

camouflaged design) 
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Proposed Design Guidelines 

• General Provisions: 

o Meet engineering standards & City 

Ordinances 

o Tree maintenance & impacts 

o Graffiti abatement 
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Cedar Falls Steps 

1. Adopt Design Guidelines 

2. Set an application fee 

3. Develop an application form 

4. Establish a standard Wireless Facility Siting Agreement 

o Addresses terms for occupying ROW 

o Sets annual fee for occupation 

5. Monitor & determine other steps 
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Recommended Motions 

1. Adopt the Design Guidelines 

2. Set an application fee 
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